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Geographical Area Covered

The boundaries of 
Clinton, Valemount, 
north to the Yukon 
and West to the 
Queen Charlottes, 
including Bella 
Coola.  



Vision of Northern Wood Forums

o To Assist Local and Regional Economies

o To highlight the importance of the value-added wood sector

o To promote further processing of the wood

supply

o To improve skills training and education related

to value- added opportunities

o To develop cooperative approaches between 

industry and the educational system to 

enhance long-term employment prospects for 

local people, especially youth entering the 

work force



What is TOUCH WOOD: 
the Northern Wood Forum?

It is all of the following...

o A Woodcrafter Competition

o A Student Value-added Wood Products Design and Business 
Competition for Sr. Students

o WǳƴƛƻǊ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ά²ƛŘƎŜǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǎǘŜέ 

o A TOUCH WOOD Gallery and Industry Exhibition 

o A 3-Day Conference providing:
ÅEducational and Training Seminars

ÅPresentations from regional, national and global 
industry leaders and policy makers

ÅGovernment & Industry Development

ÅTours of Mills & Processing Facilities

Å²ƻƻŘŎǊŀŦǘŜǊǎΩ !ǿŀǊŘǎ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ



άL ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ-term stability of small communities 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōǎΩ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέΦ

άL ǿŀƴǘ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ƳŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ слл ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅέ

Keith Spencer, President of Central Interior Wood Processors 
Association and Manager of Vanderhoof Specialty Wood Products

Quotes



Quotes

ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘ CƻǊǳƳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀ 
ōǊƛƎƘǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ

Honourable Paul Ramsay, 
BC Minister of Finance (2000)

ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘ CƻǊǳƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ./Ωǎ ǿƻƻŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ

Al Gorley, Chief Operating Officer
Forest Renewal BC (2000)



Brochures & Themes



o Wood processing companies

o Artisans, Craftspeople, Skilled Trades people

o Designers, Woodcarvers, Wood-Turners

o Cabinet-makers, Toy-makers, Door-makers, 

o Makers of Indoor/Outdoor furniture

o Instrument-makers

o Boat builders

o Utensil-makers, Kitchen/home accessory makers

o Small object and miniature-makers

o One-of-a-kind item makers

Who Could Apply?



Who Made Up the Team?

o Steering Committee, led by Keith 
Spencer, President of the Central 
Interior Wood Processors Association

o Project Manager

o Dedicated Professionals from Business, 
Industry and Education

o Professional Judges and Marketers

o Professional Writers 

o Professional Photographers

o Display and Gallery Professional

o Many volunteers from the local communities!


